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Newlands Meet 25 th-27th March 2011  
 
The weekend started pretty well really, all things considered.   I hadn’t been a meet leader in 
about 6 years, hadn’t managed to get down the pub and had to renew my membership to 
actually go on the meet, so really it was no mean feat that we all managed to get to the 
Swinside pub at the right time on the right day.   (Thanks for organising where to meet 
Claire!)  The pub was lovely, the beer was good, everything seemed to be on track- didn’t 
stay that way for long, though! �  
 
Who would have thought, a mere 30 minutes later, Mireia, Steve and I would be hanging off 
the rear of a car in the pitch dark, attempting to stop the vehicle sliding off the road and into 
the abyss whilst everyone else calmly meandered their way to the hut unawares, leaving us 
to our fate? Thank heavens for Andy G who was running to the hut (and who I had earlier 
mistaken for the scary man out of Terminator 2 who runs behind the cars) and spotted us in 
our peril. 
 
(He was in the nick of time, we were in great peril, I don’t think we were, yes we were in 
terrible peril, look let me go back in there and face the peril, no it’s too perilous, look its my 
duty as a lmc-er to face as much peril as I can…) 
 
Fortunately Andy brought help in the form of our fellow LMC-ers and after much jumping up 
and down on the back end of the car we were on the road. Exciting event 1 – done! 
 
For anyone who hasn’t been to Newlands, the scenery is gorgeous, (apart from the “resting” 
sheep) and the hut has bags of character (no drinking water, outside loo, ladder 8 foot in the 
air to reach dorm).  
 
Saturday dawned bright and sunny, with 3 groups off to exciting activities, one group (Cath, 
Mireia, John, Andrea and Jo) did the Coledale Round (16km and 1500m of ascent - 
hardcore!), not sure what the Climbers did but I’m sure it was fabulous, and Rachel, Andy, Jo, 
Claire, Steve, David and I did the terrifying Golborne direct route up to the Newlands round. 
(So scary even Ken wouldn’t attempt the “vertical heather”.) 
 
Saturday night was curry and a quiz, with HUNDREDS of bhajis, pakoras and the like and a 
MOUNTAIN of lovely curry. Yum.  Big shout out to quizmeister Keef who had us all 
entertained, (much better than me teaching the entire group to play 4 chords on the ukulele, 
although at least they’re useful chords, Take on me, anyone?) 
 
Sunday the climbers set off good and early to attempt Troutdale Pinnacle. Ken and Andy did 
Blencathra, Steve, Mireia and I also did it but at a rather more leisurely pace (and judging by 
Andy’s pictures at a rather less terrifying route, is anyone noticing a pattern here?!).  All in all, 
a fabulous weekend was had by all and I shall be off on my next meet ASAP. Moral of this 
tale- the LMC is ace, don’t forget it and get out there on some meets! 
 
Sarah Shaw 
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Nant Peris Meet 8th/9th April 2011  
�

Slanting Buttress Ridge Route (Diff) on Lliwedd  
�
 
Steve and I were both looking for some easy climbing to get the season off to a steady start. The 
weather was brilliant and it had been dry for a couple of days, so I suggested Slanting Buttress Ridge 
Route on Lliwedd. 
�
The idea was to get the bus from the Vaynol up to Pen-y-Pass and walk in via the Miners' track. We 
got to the Vaynol and found that we just missed the bus and the next one was over an hour later so 
we decided to drive up the pass and take it on the chin and pay £10 (or whatever it is) to park at Pen-
y-Pass.  The car park was full, so we found a layby further down the pass and resigned ourselves to 
a slog up the road. 
 
We set off up the Miners' track and soon turned the corner out of sight of Pen-y-Pass and followed 
the track overlooking the Cwm Dyli Pipeline which apparently featured in the James Bond film “The 
World Is Not Enough” as a transcontinental oil pipeline. Meadow Pipits and Wheatears flew from rock 
to rock ahead of us as we walked, and a wren was singing vigorously.  
 
Our objective soon came into view. Unusually for Lliwedd, our chosen climb is easy to follow – the 
start is clearly marked by two quartz zig-zags which are visible from a distance. We left the path and 
began to contour across the base of the huge cliffs of Lliwedd, scene of many an epic and 
benightment. We were overtaken by four climbers just before we got to the start of the route – damn! 
We chatted with them as we got ready; they had driven up from Birkenhead that morning – good 
effort! They let us go first as we were going to solo the first 2 or 3 pitches (I've done this route before 
and the first part is not much more than a scramble) 
 
The first bit is really nice climbing; quartz speckled slabby rock, nice positive footholds, nothing too 
scary. We made good progress and soon caught up with a the party ahead of us who were roping it. 
We stopped at the top of pitch 2 and decided this was a good time to get the rope out. Looking 
across to Crib Goch we could see tiny figures on the summit and along the arete. A couple of short 
pitches led to a small stance overlooking Slanting Gully, and here the exposure becomes noticeable. 
�
My Lead. I made the exposed and awkward 
step into the groove. Then it was quite 
pleasant climbing up the groove to a grassy 
bay. Looking across from my belay I spotted 
a sling somewhere on  the huge buttress 
opposite, I think it was on Red Wall; evidence 
of a retreat. I brought Steve up and we 
swapped gear and he set off up the next 
pitch which is the knife edge pitch. First you 
have to gain the arete by climbing a short 
groove which proved to be quite tricky. 
�
The leader of the Birkenhead party caught us 
up at this point, and we chatted for a while. 
We looked across to Crib Goch and there 
were so many people on it that they could 
probably have linked hands all along the 
ridge!  Then - “climb when ready” - I set off up the groove, then carefully along the exposed arete to  



 7 

the position where the climber is in the guidebook photo - photo opportunity! Steve took a couple of 
photos, then I joined him at the stance. 
�
The next pitch is the crux. I went slightly off route following a nice slab at about severe. The correct 
line seemed slightly harder! One more easy pitch and we were at the top. 

�
Slanting Buttress is a good introduction to 
Lliwedd and doesn't have the route finding 
difficulties of the other routes on the cliff. The 
crux is quite a bit harder than Diff, in my 
opinion, but this is characteristic of Lliwedd 
routes in genereal (one crux pitch harder than 
the overall grade) 
�
We went back along over the summit of 
Lliwedd and saw several parties on the 
classic routes on the main face (Avalanche, 
Red Wall etc). Back down the pass to the car, 
and the end of a very satisfying day's 
climbing. 
�
 
 

 
A good weekend's climbing was had by everyone else too – Crackstone Rib and Ribstone Crack in 
the Pass, Bella Lugosi is Dead in the Slate Quarries, The Cracks on Dinas Mot and more.  
 
I can't remember all the routes, and who did what, as I'm writing this in June! But a good time was 
had by all, some great routes climbed and some remarkably fine weather for April. 
�
�
Neil Lloyd 
�
�
�
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The Blog has changed……slightly!!!  
 

Having received some feedback, it was decided that rather than the onerous task of 
emailing me your trip reports for the blog, Mike has created an extra ‘Trip Reports’ 
section to the Bulletin Board which is already proving very popular.  
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Date Meet Meet Leader 

14th September 2011 E Caley Boulders + CURRY!!!! Paul Lucas 

17th September 2011 C Gardoms/Chatsworth Paul Lucas 

September 23/24th 
2011 

H(18) PCU Hut, Llanberis Kevin Bowser 

1st October 2011 D Stanage Cath Sanders 

October 7/8th 2011 H(20) Irish Row, Coniston Coppermines, Lake District John Armitage 

October 21/22nd 
2011 

H(12) Robertson Lamb Hut, Langdale, Lake District Norbert De 
Mello 

31st October 2011 E Night Walk: Halloween  John Armitage 

November 4/5th 2011 H(12) Cae Amos, Snowdonia (Bonfire Meet) Nick Thompson 

Nov 18th/19th 2011 H(21) Stair Hut, Newlands, Lake District Ken Findlay 

19th Nov 2011 D Walk: Kinder Scout – Peak John Armitage 

25/26th November 
2011 

H(40) Annual Dinner: Coniston Holly How Youth 
Hostel 

Andy Golborne 

December 9/10th 
2011 

H(12) Agnes Spencer Memorial Hut, Patterdale, Lake 
District 

Cath Sanders 
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